20000714.ba v02_n947.bam.20000714

>From ???@??? Fri Jul 14 00:51:19 2000 -0500
Message-Id: <200007140550.e6E5o9021664@sco.theporch.com>
Date: Fri, 14 Jul 2000 00:47:56 CDT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2947

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 2947

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: Pole Pigs
	by Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au>
  2) COUGARNET RADIOS
	by "Tony Grogan" <wsno19@mindspring.com>
  3) Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
	by "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net>
  4) Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
	by "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
  5) Re: Pole Pigs
	by Don Reaves <dr@cei.net>
  6) Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
	by George J Misic <ke8rn@juno.com>
  7) help in ident a  rx
	by BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com>
  8) Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
	by john <johnmb@mindspring.com>
  9) HAT'S OFF. Great KPH copy
	by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop)
 10) Re: Pole Pigs
	by Jack Harper <jharper@bsi2000.com>
 11) Need a part
	by James Mayfield <kb9bnr@revealed.net>
 12) ADMINISTRIVIA: Fancy HTML in Posts
	by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner)
 13) Need advice on Collins HF-2050
	by WJoeW@aol.com
 14) Heathkit SB-310-3 Modification?
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
 15) Re: Heathkit SB-310-3 Modification?
	by John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com>
 16) I can't stand it...
	by arc5@ix.netcom.com
 17) Re: I can't stand it...
	by CEMILTON@aol.com
 18) Re: barely pick up WWV at 10 and 15 MHz
	by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop)
 19) CMH 26012A key, who made this?
	by jmccarty@lucent.com (John J Mccarty)
 20) Re: I can't stand it...
	by Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net>
 21) Re: Looking for NOS paper caps
	by Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom.com>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Message-ID: <396CFC57.EC100999@vifp.monash.edu.au>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 09:16:39 +1000
From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Pole Pigs
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Anchorites,

Ronnie Hull wrote:

>  pros and cons on using these? I understand that this is one transformer
> that will kill you
> stone dead if you get across it.

I wouldn't worry about that. *Any* plate transformer capable of running 4-400's
will kill you stone dead if you get across it.....:-)

AFAIK the only ham we've ever had here at the morgue after elecrocution got it
from the mains BEFORE the plate transformer..

73 de Morris VK3DOC


------------------------------
Message-ID: <008b01bfec7c$15466ce0$870a1c0a@biy28>
From: "Tony Grogan" <wsno19@mindspring.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: COUGARNET RADIOS
Date: Wed, 12 Jul 2000 20:40:25 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;
	boundary="----=_NextPart_000_0088_01BFEC41.683079E0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_0088_01BFEC41.683079E0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Recently purchsed surplus fro US Govt. Need "fill" units, documentation, =
batteries, antennaes, etc..
Would like to talk with knowledgeable individual concerning these units.
Please E-Mail me.
Thanks...TG


---
Outgoing mail is certified Virus Free.
Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www.grisoft.com).
Version: 6.0.166 / Virus Database: 79 - Release Date: 6/20/00

------=_NextPart_000_0088_01BFEC41.683079E0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

------=_NextPart_000_0088_01BFEC41.683079E0--

------------------------------
Message-ID: <005701bfec71$51406ee0$fbccd03f@oemcomputer>
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
Date: Wed, 12 Jul 2000 22:23:20 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Since Clegg no longer makes rigs, and since most of them
were tube-type boatanchors, I am taking the chance that
this fits the bill!

Someone is selling a 2m Clegg FM-28 and I have scoured
the Internet without success, including http://6mt.com/clegg.htm
and have been unable to learn a thing about it!

It is left over from an estate and the Ham selling it cannot
tell me anything more than the model number.   I like the look
of many of the Cleggs and would be interested in a BA 2m
FM rig.

Any Clegg experts out there?

- Thanks! & 73, DavidC  K1YP in Hudson, FL
************************************************************************



____________NetZero Free Internet Access and Email_________
Download Now     http://www.netzero.net/download/index.html
Request a CDROM  1-800-333-3633
___________________________________________________________

------------------------------
Message-ID: <010b01bfec74$8d8f3f40$378abd18@Feher>
From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
Date: Wed, 12 Jul 2000 22:46:20 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The 28B is a solid state synthesized 2 meter FM transceiver. I have had
several of them over the years. Some of them had an add on accessory to
allow scanning and memory functions I believe. I still may have a manual for
it. I always liked the 27 better which was a crystalplexer type. Good luck
with it. It will probably need some repair like replacing some of those low
voltage dried out electrolytics. 73 - Mike


Mike B. Feher, N4FS
89 Arnold Blvd.
Howell NJ, 07731
(732) 901-9193


----- Original Message -----
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2000 10:23 PM
Subject: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?


> Since Clegg no longer makes rigs, and since most of them
> were tube-type boatanchors, I am taking the chance that
> this fits the bill!
>
> Someone is selling a 2m Clegg FM-28 and I have scoured
> the Internet without success, including http://6mt.com/clegg.htm
> and have been unable to learn a thing about it!
>
> It is left over from an estate and the Ham selling it cannot
> tell me anything more than the model number.   I like the look
> of many of the Cleggs and would be interested in a BA 2m
> FM rig.
>
> Any Clegg experts out there?
>
> - Thanks! & 73, DavidC  K1YP in Hudson, FL
> ************************************************************************
>
>
>
> ____________NetZero Free Internet Access and Email_________
> Download Now     http://www.netzero.net/download/index.html
> Request a CDROM  1-800-333-3633
> ___________________________________________________________
>
>

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 12 Jul 2000 21:57:55 -0500 (CDT)
From: Don Reaves <dr@cei.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Pole Pigs
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.10.10007122146110.15109-100000@wa5bbs.radiohome.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

At the Dallas Hamcom in June, there was a lady out in the tailgate space
with a U-haul trailer with maybe 3 or 4 genuine pole peegs for sale or
probably just haul 'em off.  I was tempted but already have enough iron to
affect every compass in the neighborhood, and transport space was running
low.  So, they are out there - just keep looking.  The best thing is of
course to know somebody who knows somebody who knows where to look....

A pole pig transformer used to be standard fare for the big AM'ers when I
was a teen-ager.  


Don Reaves   W5OR
Little Rock AR  EM34 
CCA, QCWA, AMI 
dr@cei.net

------------------------------
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 00:50:07 -0400
Subject: Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
Message-ID: <20000713.005033.-231235.1.KE8RN@juno.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
From: George J Misic <ke8rn@juno.com>

The FM-28 was built for Clegg in Japan.  In operating condition, it is a
nice radio.  The FM-27B still has, in my opinion, the best audio of ANY
two meter FM rig, but the FM-28 is just fine, and easier to set on
frequency rapidly.  The FM-DX has essentially the same features, but is
US made, and tank tough!  If you need a copy of the FM-28 manual, let me
know and I can supply a copy.  73.

George KE8RN

PS - Another possibility is the 22er FM; it is like a 22er MK 2, but for
FM rather than AM.  It has a stable tuanble receiver and crystal
controlled transmit; it is a hybrid with a tube final.

> Since Clegg no longer makes rigs, and since most of them
> were tube-type boatanchors, I am taking the chance that
> this fits the bill!
> 
> Someone is selling a 2m Clegg FM-28 

________________________________________________________________
YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there's no risk!  For your FREE software, visit:
http://dl.www.juno.com/get/tagj.

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 05:29:24 -0400
From: BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com>
Subject: help in ident a  rx
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-ID: <200007130529_MC2-AC21-47A5@compuserve.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Type: text/plain;
	 charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-Disposition: inline

I need help in identification of a set. Please
have a look at:

http://www.qsl.net/g4bxd12.htm

I know the two top units, tx pa and atu are from =

the SRT18 set, but it is the rx unit on the bottom that needs
identification. =


If anyone can help with a circuit for the rx I would be most
grateful. =


cheers, Ben G4BXD.

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.3.32.20000713064256.00d27150@mindspring.com>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 06:42:56 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: john <johnmb@mindspring.com>
Subject: Re: Can Anyone Tell Me About The Clegg FM-28?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

David,
Amazingly there's a Clegg reflector (on QTH, I believe... I think
Im going to start a Pierson Holt reflector and see how fine we can
slice this pie... :-)  ). 

More amazingly, one of the subscribers there, is Ed Clegg.

Go ask the man himself!
:-)
John



At 10:23 PM 7/12/00 -0400, DavidC wrote:
>Since Clegg no longer makes rigs, and since most of them
>were tube-type boatanchors, I am taking the chance that
>this fits the bill!
>
>Someone is selling a 2m Clegg FM-28 and I have scoured
>the Internet without success, including http://6mt.com/clegg.htm
>and have been unable to learn a thing about it!
>
>It is left over from an estate and the Ham selling it cannot
>tell me anything more than the model number.   I like the look
>of many of the Cleggs and would be interested in a BA 2m
>FM rig.
>
>Any Clegg experts out there?
>
>- Thanks! & 73, DavidC  K1YP in Hudson, FL
>************************************************************************
>
>
>
>____________NetZero Free Internet Access and Email_________
>Download Now     http://www.netzero.net/download/index.html
>Request a CDROM  1-800-333-3633
>___________________________________________________________
>
>
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
John Brewer - WB5OAU/4
AMI #24
Clayton NC 
johnmb@mindspring.com
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 09:05:19 -0400
From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop)
Message-Id: <200007131305.JAA06226@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: HAT'S OFF. Great KPH copy

ta Dick Dillman

Great KPH copy 2400 mi. off Pacific coast... in Atlanta, Ga.

Lowe HF150 had fb sig.s on 8.6, 13, & 17 mcs (yes - CW ID called 'em mcs)

RadioMarine AR 8505 warbled in a sig @ 8.617.  If Dillman cud be part
of that Marconi/RCA stn, resto, least I cud do was resurect that RCA
seafarer's rx... and a RCA scoreboard trumpet* with twin huge RCA logos.

Http film to follow.  Will show WB4MNF & AA4RM & 2 mongrels & 1 14-yr-old
swarming over gear.  Read up on the "Lowe/RCA LO, add-456" freq. spotting 
technique.


   'rm


*Anyone ever seen one?  Driver has cambric 8" cone & huge PM.  Called a 
 MI-6257.  Trumpet is MI-6260-A-1

 Had "DISTORTS" & "8521" chalked on it.  Former owner was PA man & this may
 have come from Atlanta Cracker's Ponce de Leon Park.  I repeat MAY HAVE.

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.1.20000713071829.03112c90@mail.bsi2000.com>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 07:19:42 -0600
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Jack Harper <jharper@bsi2000.com>
Subject: Re: Pole Pigs
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:57 PM 7/12/2000 -0500, Don, W5OR wrote:
>At the Dallas Hamcom in June, there was a lady out in the tailgate space
>with a U-haul trailer with maybe 3 or 4 genuine pole peegs for sale or
>probably just haul 'em off.  
<el snipo>

Just how big are these things anyway -- just the actual core -- not the big
can?

Regards to the List

Jack, W0YJ (Friend to all things Hammarlund)





----------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
Jack Harper
BSI2000, Inc.
303-231-9095                                         Lakewood, Colorado USA
303-898-6126 (Cellular)

               "Optical Cards... A Spectrum of Solutions
Optical Cards for Access Control, Medical, and Financial Applications
Visit our Web Page: http://www.bsi2000.com (Last Update: 000108)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20000713105116.007d4880@revealed.net>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 10:51:16 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: James Mayfield <kb9bnr@revealed.net>
Subject: Need a part
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Helping a friend. We are looking for a HV transformer for a Johnson
Valiant, if you have one please let me know how much you need for it..

Dave W9WRL

------------------------------
Message-Id: <200007131615.e6DGF1n17901@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner)
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Fancy HTML in Posts
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 11:15:01 CDT

Gang-

Please accept this periodic posting as it is intended:
A suggestion that will help everyone on the list...

Many many of the members of the list read through text-based mailers on
systems of other than WIntel origins... this is particularly true for
those members who are "off-shore" where the technology is too expensive
to justify. Just keep in mind that NOT everyone reads the list postings
with the very latest windowed technology.

PLEASE avoid the use of HTML and "quoted printable" in your email. If
you don't know what this means, then PLEASE get help and set your mailer
up so that you send your posts to the list in "PLAIN TEXT" only, with NO
fancy HTML.... generally, avoid fancy fonts and colors, which will force
your mailer to use the fancy stuff, and creates the problem.

The problem is serious enough that we have taken steps to protect the
list... we have created a filter that detects anything sent to the list
that is not plain text, and deletes the rest of the message from the place
where the non-text is detected.

Your may have seen "FOBIDDEN FORMAT" in a post to the list, and wondered
what happened... it is the phrase we insert to let the poster know that
the post contained a binary, an attachment, HTML, a "vcard" or some other
format that presents a problem to the List Processor... it enforces
consideration of your fellow BoatAnchors members.

PLEASE use only plain text. Get help with setting your mailer to not
send the fancy HTML and quoted printable.

PLEASE be considerate of the list resources and your fellow members.

Thanks for your attention
--
73
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -
 listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"
     "Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee"
Thu Jul 13 11:15:01 CDT 2000

------------------------------
From: WJoeW@aol.com
Message-ID: <7e.779d063.269f6c5d@aol.com>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 15:02:53 EDT
Subject: Need advice on Collins HF-2050
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I just acquired a Collins HF-2050 receiver.  It seems to work very well on 
the standard broadcast band.  However, at HF it is sick.  I can barely pick 
up WWV at 10 and 15 MHz.  Also, I am getting a lot of birdies.

Before I go into a systematic trouble-shooting mode, I wanted to check to see 
if any of you have had any similar experience with this radio.

Thanks,
Joe
W5WBR

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20000713232939.27009.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Heathkit SB-310-3 Modification?
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 19:25:17 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

Recently I picked up a Heathkit SB-310 receiver that is quite nice. It has a
tag on it saying Heathkit SB-310-3. And it has some under-chassis
modifications that have a factory-designed look to them. I looked in the
service bulletin file and didn't see anything for the SB-310. Anyone have
any idea what this -3 mod is? Any docs available on the mod? (I have the
manual).

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 17:50:12 -0700 (PDT)
From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Heathkit SB-310-3 Modification?
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.4.21.0007131745280.71907-100000@king.cts.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Thu, 13 Jul 2000, Merz Donald S wrote:

> Recently I picked up a Heathkit SB-310 receiver that is quite nice. It has a
> tag on it saying Heathkit SB-310-3. And it has some under-chassis

Don't know what the -3 means but the SB-310 was the first really good
receiver I owned.

The AM filter for the SWL receivers, SW-310, -313 was 5 kHz wide. The AM
filter (optional) for ham receivers, SB-301, etc, was 3.75 kHz wide.
For better AM selectivity, you can replace the stock 5 kHz filter
with one from one of the ham rx's.

If you find the set motorboats at certain preselector settings, it's
likely from poor connections from the preselector tuning cap to 
ground. I ended up adding several pieces of braid to mine.

John

------------------------------
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 21:55:29 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: I can't stand it...
Message-ID: <Springmail.105.963539729.0.40481200@www.springmail.com>


actual description (not making this up):
>The receiver is ....complete, and largely 
>unmodified; the modifications are the addition of 
>a gain control, headphone jack,
>and BFO switch to the small control box in the front; 
>and the addition of a small neon pilot light 
>in the lower right hand corner of the front panel. 
>...however, it is totally complete and 
>unmolested in any way
>[except for the added controls blah blah blah...]

Yeah...
"The thing is complete and totally unmodfied 
 except for eighteen drill holes and the 
 destroyed connectors and the chainsaw and 
 bulldozer things... Oh, and the dynamite damage..."

I can't stand it......

------------------------------
From: CEMILTON@aol.com
Message-ID: <e1.6fdddef.269fd081@aol.com>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 22:10:09 EDT
Subject: Re: I can't stand it...
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

In a message dated 07/13/2000 9:57:19 PM Eastern Daylight Time, 
arc5@ix.netcom.com writes:

<< Yeah...
 "The thing is complete and totally unmodfied 
  except for eighteen drill holes and the 
  destroyed connectors and the chainsaw and 
  bulldozer things... Oh, and the dynamite damage..."
 
 I can't stand it......
  >>


Whadda ya askin fer it?

W4MIL
Chuck

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 22:39:08 -0400
From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop)
Message-Id: <200007140239.WAA07291@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: barely pick up WWV at 10 and 15 MHz


Nothing can now... MUF too high

Have your congresman or CORE rep call FCC & lower SFI.

Let us all know what happened

------------------------------
From: jmccarty@lucent.com (John J Mccarty)
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 23:31:42 -0500 (CDT)
Message-Id: <200007140431.XAA19643@nwsgpb.ih.lucent.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: CMH 26012A key, who made this?



	Gang;


		Picked up the above key. Who
		made it ? Has a bug wedge access
		slot in the side. What bug did Navy
		op's use ?




						Tnx + 73



						John n9hrt
						jmccarty@lucent.com

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20000713212338.0096d330@pop3.concentric.net>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 21:42:06 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net>
Subject: Re: I can't stand it...
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 09:55 PM 7/13/00 -0400, arc5@ix.netcom.com wrote:

>actual description (not making this up):
> >The receiver is ....complete, and largely
> >unmodified;
>Yeah...
>"The thing is complete and totally unmodfied
>  except for eighteen drill holes and the
>  destroyed connectors and the chainsaw and
>  bulldozer things... Oh, and the dynamite damage..."
>
>I can't stand it......
>Dave,

         Agree a grunch!..Keee RHiste on a crutch!  Complete and largely 
unmodified is kinda sorta like partially pregnant or 'rare' on Epay!   I 
have no prob in playing with a Command set , old tube Ham gear , or 
military radio that has been messed with or modified but seeing stuff 
listed as 'original' except for.......just pisses me the Fk off,  folks 
should know better. It is or it ain't!  Same with ditwads who sell 
hacked  stuff as original  WWII  when they don't even know what the 
doo-hickie is. Yep, I'll go to swaps etc but sure don't figure on paying 
some slimes year of rent on one falsely represented sale.  Bastids.

------------------------------
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom.com>
Message-Id: <200007140546.WAA20891@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: Looking for NOS paper caps
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Date: Thu, 13 Jul 2000 23:46:49 -0600 (MDT)
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com (Old Tube Radios)
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

As Roberta J. Barmore discourses
> 
> Yayy!
> 
>    A question about Condenser Gotchas!
> 
>    ...And a bit of amends to those who practice the *profession* of
> engineering in the explaining, to boot:
> 
>    First off, the various and sundry design staffs (staves?) of National,
> Hammarlund, Hallicrafters, RME, Breting and yes, even The Radio Corporation
> Of America were very well aware that tyhe good ol' wax-daubed, rolled-up
> paper and foil condenser was not too real perfect a component, even with a
> little dabba this and that (even some PCB oils, sometimes, for those who
> enjoy fretting that issue) added in to help out.  They had a known limited
> life and a known not-so-good dielectric, and some versions even had rather
> significant inductance.
>    But the price!  And the (for the time) small size, and the general
> convenience of the things all added up to a very attractive package
> nevertheless.  So what the good designer of radios did was, use 'em with
> care--like a mountain climber counting on a little piton or jamnut to take
> his whole weight, it took knowing *how* to use the part to make it work.

I'll amplify on what Bobbi has said.  Yes, new modern radial
capacitors not only *can* be used to rebuild and old radio, but you
can get superior performance from using them (and metal resistors in
place of drifted/noisy carbons).  For .01 and .02's I use those little
green encapsulated things from Mouser.  There are some tricks to this.

The old wax paper tubulars were large compared to the new styles.  For
cathode and screen bypasses, it is very desirable to find new
grounding points so that you don't have long leads.  Those are vitamin
L and don't mix happily with vitamin C, particularly in new modern
condensors that are not loaded with vitamin R.  All passives, both
resistors and capacitors, are little LRC circuits---the idea is to get
lots of C with the capacitors, and lots of R with the resistors, and
not much of the remaining two.   For 455 Khz. IF's and RF circuits
above that, .01 mike and 2.2K ohms are fine for B+ bypasses.  A .01 is
also quite adequate for a cathode bypass.  

The risk always is that with new modern components, you may get
parasitic "birdies," and chasing parasitics is a nuisance.  Those
aren't songbirds; they're bluejays, magpies, ravens, and crows.  To
slow them down, I generally put 1/8 watt squeal stoppers on grid and
plate leads---47 ohms works just fine.  The original didn't have them
unless they needed them because they cost money---take a look at the
Hallicrafters S-40, which has them in the RF stage because it needed
them.  Originally, manufacturers dealt with parasitic problems as they
found them---in a preproduction run using lossy old wax paper
condensors.  With new stuff, you're adding Q everywhere, so watch out.
I've never seen parasitic problems in an AA5 or a recapped car radio
(AM broadcast), but there's always a first time.  The RME-45 I rebuilt
had a terrible parasitic that I finally traced to the very long AVC
line---an extra decoupling cap in front of the RC decouple (making it
a CRC pi network) at the crystal filter solved it.  

Things not to ignore:
a.  Screen voltages on pentode voltage amplifiers are critical.  If
the radio was designed to have 100 volts on the screens of tubes like
6SK7 or 6BA6, get the screen voltage right.  Plate voltage doesn't
matter very much (most of them will run just as well on 180 volts as
250).  Nationals used 70 volts on a lot of screens, with a different
(lower) self-bias value.  Generally, don't tamper with those
parameters.

b.  Make sure that the cathode resistors are correct and that the
initial self-bias is correct on RF and IF stages.  These generally use
"variable mu" or "remote cutoff" tubes.  If you've got 5 volts instead
of 3 at the cathode of a 6SK7 with 100 volts on the screen, you've
just lost about half the gain.  

c.  The real damage-causing achilles heel in almost all old radios is
the network consisting of the grid coupling capacitor and grid leak
resistor on the audio power amplifier stage.  Remove the output tube
and use a VTVM to check the voltage across the grid leak---should be
no more than a few millivolts.  Remember that these tubes typically
have a rather large grid current, so don't exceed the handbook values
for the grid leak----replace if it has drifted or if the original
designer exceeded the handbook maximum.  Double check the bias with
the output tube in place.  What you see should make sense when
compared with handbook "typical" parameters.  That is, your class A
6V6 should have a cathode current very close to 50 ma., not 75 or 100.

d.  The AVC line is a high impedance circuit, and any capacitor
leakage here is going to dampen down AVC sensitivity and lead to
swamping in the last IF stage.  There are generally several caps hung
on this line, with values of 0.5 mike being typical, so there is
plenty of opportunity for leakage.  

f.  Parasitics can show up anywhere.  To check, hang a VTVM on the
detector output and strap across the antenna terminals, then tune the
receiver.  If you see a sudden large increase in detector output
voltage, you've got a parasitic.  

Hank
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